Far from being trophic dead ends, gelatinous zooplankton are now known to play a host of 26 diverse roles in ecosystem functioning (Doyle et al. 2014) ; from mass "jelly falls" 27 following jellyfish blooms that act as carbon sinks (Sweetman & Chapman 2015) , through 28 to the provision of shelter for developing invertebrate and fish communities (e.g. Lynam & 29 Brierley 2007 , D'Ambra et al. 2014 , Fleming et al. 2014 two individuals (one male, one female) were observed browsing and feeding on a large 49 patch of V. velella (Fig 1) which had been washed into the shallow harbour of Santa 50 Margherita Ligure (44°20'1.1"N, 9°12'50.7"E on 30 th May 2016, see Fig 2) .
51
The ducks were seen feeding on V. velella within the hydroid patch (Fig 3) ; but poor 52 lighting at the time prevented any estimates of ingestion rate or prey handling duration.
53
Since we are not proposing that ducks feed routinely on such prey, the simple finding that 54 such trophic links even exist is not hindered by a lack of empirical data. More explicitly, 55 although predation on V. velella has been noted in a variety of oceanic vertebrate predators 
